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The UNESCO Chair “Distance Education in Engineering” nowadays is engaged in a number of educational projects and networks.

Following to the decision of the Coordination Committee of UNESCO Chairs of the Russian Federation (September 2011) on optimization and promotion of mutual work with the UNESCO Associated Schools and UNEVOC Centers, The UNESCO Chair “Distance Education in Engineering” took part in several events, such as:

· International Seminar of the UNESCO Associated Schools "International project activities in educational institutions in the frame of social partnership" organized by Gymnasium № 67, St. Petersburg in April 2013 (presented joint report "Pedagogical potential of social partnership for the implementation of UNESCO pilot projects").
· Under the SUAI initiative with the support of the Government of St. Petersburg, UNESCO Chair "Distance Education in Engineering" organized and invited ASPnet schools of the region "Baltic-North" to participate in the VII City Festival of pupils "Wind of Change", held on the basis of SUAI in November-December 2012.
· Scientific and practical conference for teams from secondary educational institutions “Student’s role in the development of modern, innovative schools" was organized with ASPnet schools participation.
· At the initiative of the Bashkir Institute of Social Technologies, with the participation of Russian Federation of Cosmonautics, UNESCO Chair of St. Petersburg State University of Aerospace Instrumentation, Moscow schools № 1411, № 1596, № 1357, Novorossiysk school № 6, Astrakhan gymnasium № 3, the All-Russia Roundtable on the history of Russian space exploration was held on May 21, 2012.
In 2012 and 2013 UNESCO Chair staff participated with a reports and made publications in the following international events:
· The International scientific conference “UNESCO basic ideas in modern education, culture and science” on the 19-21 March 2013 in Moscow. (Presented report “Ethical issues of new remote sensing technology in the international scientific collaboration”).
· The IITE-2012 International Conference “ICT in Education: Pedagogy, Educational Resources and Quality Assurance”, 13-14 November 2012, Moscow.  (Presented report "Experience of engineering education realization in the integrated remote-present form").
· The expert-analytical seminar "The UNESCO role in the modern education development", 12-13 April 2012, St. Petersburg. (Presented report «Experience and development perspectives of UNESCO Chairs interaction").
· Herald of UNESCO 2012, edited by Commission of the Russian Federation for UNESCO. (Presented paper  «Implementation of innovation projects in the field of distance education in engineering») 

· Report in the frame of the International Conference on Education for Sustainable Development, devoted to the 150th anniversary of Vernadsky (21-25 May 2013 in Khanty-Mansiysk).
· The International Conference of UNESCO IITE, UNESCO Associated Schools, UNITWIN/UNESCO Chairs and UNEVOC Centres “Improving the Mechanisms of Cooperation between UNESCO ASPnet, UNITWIN/UNESCO Chairs and UNEVOC Centres for Sustainable Development: Challenges, Projects, Prospects”. (13-14 May 2013, Kazan). The conference was devoted to the 60th Anniversary of the UNESCO ASPnet and became a platform to cross-share policies, best practices and lessons learnt in integrating ICT into the education systems via implementation of the UNESCO IITE Pilot project “Learning For the Future”. (Presented report "Partnership of UNESCO Associated Schools, UNEVOC centers and UNESCO Chairs in the implementation of lifelong learning”)
To analyze the trends and issues of further networking as well as to identify the best practices, successful innovative initiatives and projects  contributing to developing and strengthening sustainable, inclusive and diversified systems and institutions for and with the innovations in the field of  integration of ICT and pedagogy; For the network development, joint with  the UNESCO Institute for Information Technologies in Education (IITE), the UNESCO Chair “Distance Education in Engineering” organized:
· The  International Conference “UNESCO Chairs Partnership on ICTs use in Education”. It took place on 2 – 6 June, 2013 in St.-Petersburg, Russian Federation within the XIV International Forum «Modern information society formation - problems, perspectives, innovation approaches».

· The International Conference of the UNESCO IITE and UNITWIN/UNESCO Chairs “UNESCO Chairs Partnership on ICT’s use in Education”. The Conference took place in Saint-Petersburg, Russian Federation within the XIII International Forum «Modern information society formation - problems, perspectives, innovation approaches» on 5 - 10 September, 2012.

According to the treaty with International Institute of Educational Planning the UNESCO Chair “Distance education in engineering” supports the Russian language web-page of IIEP «IIEP Newsletters». Twice a year informational bulletin IIEP Newsletters provides essential information on management and planning in the field of education in different countries. It also contains comprehensive information on IIEP activities. In particular it assists the former IIEP participants to keep in touch with IIEP and upgrade their knowledge on state-of-the-art methods and directions of management and planning in the field of education. 

Starting with the 2012, the UNESCO Chair “Distance Education in Engineering” obtained the possibility to add to each Russian version  of the Newsletter issue 3 pages of articles devoted to the actual questions and problems of education in Russia, CIS and Baltic countries written by Russian speaking experts in this field. The following articles were published:
· “Development of partnership and cooperation of the UNESCO Chairs Network” by Sergey V. Bezzateev and Oksana V. Mukhina, The UNESCO Chair “Distance Education in Engineering”, SUAI.
· “What should be the modern education like? Russian vision”  by Gennady A.Bordovskiy, President of the Herzen State Pedagogical University of Russia, St.Petersburg, UNESCO Chairholder. 
The development prospects of the Chair are seen in partnership broadening, organizing knowledge, staff, students exchange with Chairs and Networks not only inside Russian Federation but with CIS and other countries. Collecting experience of experts’ in the field of IT application in education from Russia, CIS and other countries by the way of providing reports of the Expert’s meetings. Development of established network of UNESCO Chairs specialized in ICT in education for project’s realization. 

